
B e f o r e  t h e  Board of  Zoning A d j u s t m e n t ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - J u l y  1 2 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9279 Haignay C h o r b a j i a n ,  e t  a l ,  a p p e l l a n t s .  

The Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia ,  a p p e l l e e .  

O n  mot ion  d u l y  made, s econded  and unan imous ly  c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  O r d e r  was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  of t h e  Board 
on J u l y  1 9 ,  1967 .  

O R D E R E D :  

T h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  g a s o l i n e  
s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  a t  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 r d  and R i t t e n h o u s e  
S t r e e t s ,  N . W . ,  l o t s  6 1 ,  6 2 ,  8 0 9 ,  S q u a r e  3287 ,  be d e n i e d .  

FINDINGS O F  F A C T :  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  C-1 D i s t r i c t .  

2.  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  was r e z o n e d  by t h e  Zoning 
Commission of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia f rom R-2 t o  C-1 
unde r  Zoning Commission F i l e  65-112.  

3 .  I t  i s  p roposed  t o  e r e c t  a  r a n c h - t y p e  s t y l e  o r  a  
c o l o n i a l - t y p e  s t y l e  g a s o l i n e  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
p r o p e r t y .  

4 .  The Depar tment  o f  Highways and T r a f f i c  o f f e r s  no 
o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  g a s o l i n e  s e r v i c e  
s t a t i o n .  

5 .  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  a p p e a l  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  by N e i g h b o r s ,  I n c o r p o r a t e d  
and t h e  South  Manor Neighborhood C i v i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .  V a r i o u s  
community members were  h e a r d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  

6 .  The r e c o r d  c o n t a i n s  a  p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by 152 
r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  a r e a  a f f e c t e d .  Fu r the r ,  t h e r e  i s  one  ( 1 )  
l e t t e r  o f  o p p o s i t i o n .  

OPINION: 

We a r e  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  a p p e a l  must be d e n i e d  i n  
t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  have an a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  upon t h e  p r e s e n t  
c h a r a c t e r  and f u t u r e  deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  ne ighbo rhood  and w i l l  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r  t h e  i n t e n t ,  p u r p o s e  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and Map. 



A p p e a l  No. 9279  

To p e r m i t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  g a s o l i n e  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  w o u l d  
b e  t o  p e r m i t  maximum i m p a c t  u p o n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  F u r t h e r ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  does  n o t  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  g a s o l i n e  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  w i l l  accommodate  
a  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  
E v i d e n c e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  c o m m e r c i a l  
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  has  d w i n d l e d  g r e a t l y .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  
f r o m  w h i c h  we may c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  s e r v e  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  l o c a t e d .  

The C-1 D i s t r i c t  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  c o n v e n i e n t  r e t a i l  and 
p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s  f o r  d a y - t o - d a y  needs  " W i t h  
a  m in imum o f  i m p a c t  u p o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . "  
T h i s  p r o p o s e d  s t a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  w i t h i n  a  f e w  f e e t  o f  r e s i d e n -  
t i a l  p r o p e r t y ,  some d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes. Such 
d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  and  i n t e n t  
o f  t h e  z o n e  p l a n  as  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  and  Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

By : 

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  


